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Dry January puts
spotlight on water supply
For holidaymakers, the weather’s been perfect.
For our water reserves, no rain is not so good.
To date, January has been much drier than
average. In the ﬁrst three weeks of this month,
just 6mm of rain was recorded in Ngatea, which
for the past 20 years has had an average
January rainfall of 59mm. The lowest ﬁgure was
2mm in 2013; and the highest 270mm in 2011.
Council rainfall records in Paeroa and Waihi have been
kept for a shorter time – 7 to 8 years – but show a similar
situation. Paeroa had 16mm of rain in the ﬁrst three weeks
of the year, compared with the monthly average of 80mm,
the low of 8mm in 2013 and the high of 118mm in 2011.

Kids take up the challenge
Children in the Waihi, Paeroa and Ngatea areas rose to a challenge over Christmas and
New Year – the District Libraries school holiday programme.
Participants had a month to complete any two of the reading challenges offered, and any
four of the creative challenges.
Paris Dixon, 8, and her 6-year-old brother Riley (pictured above) enjoyed getting crafty
with book reviews, artistic bookmarks, lego, and recycling, with some of their projects
taking a whole day. Instead of simply photographing or drawing their favourite reading
spots, they went to extra lengths by making detailed models: of the front deck for Paris
and a tree hut for Riley.
The pair are regular users of the Waihi Library, where interesting books and resources
provided plenty of inspiration, said Paris. Riley loves the library’s movie selection; and
was delighted that movie voucher incentives were part of the holiday programme.
Librarians were wowed by the amount of effort and detail put into all the completed
challenge projects. For the ﬁrst time, an option to submit work and photos online meant
that children could get involved even if they were away during the holidays.

Toddler Time is back
The start of the school term for 2015 also means that Toddler Time is on again at the Waihi
Library!
At 11.00am on Tuesdays from January 10, all preschoolers and their parents or caregivers
are welcome to drop in for the free programme hosted by librarians. Focusing on active
participation, it packs storytelling, music, rhythm and rhyme into just 30 minutes – a period
appropriate for the attention span of even the youngest participants. The exact composition
of the sessions is tailored to suit the children who attend each week, and may involve giant
picture books, percussion instruments, balls, or bubbles.
Some children have become regulars, with their mums, dads, and even one grandfather
obviously enjoying the time just as much. An added bonus for the adults has been the
opportunity to socialise afterwards.

Waihi, which usually has an average 95mm of rain in
January, had received only 11mm by the start of last
week – close to the 2013 low of 10mm for the month. The
highest January volume on Council’s record is 335mm in
2011.
Understandably, a number of people have inquired whether
water restrictions are just around the corner.
No restrictions are immediately planned, as the Council’s
permitted water take has been adequate to meet needs.
However this could change very quickly, especially if dry
conditions persist. While the Tetleys Quarry water reservoir
was full to its 830 million-litre capacity at the beginning of
summer, two to four million litres of raw water per day is
now typically being pumped to the Waitakruru treatment
plant, to keep the western Hauraki Plains supplied.
As always, we urge residents to conserve water – even
small efforts can add up to a lot of water saved. Check out
the Smart Water Use tips on the Council website!

Quick Tips for

Smart Water Use
Time your shower
About 25% of home water use is
for showers and baths, so make
it a challenge to take shorter
showers or shallower baths.

Local shellfish is off the menu
Gathering shellﬁsh may be a Kiwi summer tradition, but
a toxic shellﬁsh warning remains in place on the east
cost of the Coromandel peninsula and Bay of Plenty.

These symptoms usually occur within 12 hours.
Anyone suffering illness after eating shellﬁsh should
seek medical attention.

The current health warning was issued in November as
a result of ongoing Public Health Service monitoring.
It originally applied from Whakatane Heads to
Mt Maungaunui, but has since been extended north
as far as Opito Bay, including estuaries and inshore
islands. People are advised not to collect or eat bivalve
shellﬁsh from this area.

Monitoring of toxin levels will continue along the coast
and any changes will be notiﬁed.

Mussels, pipi, tuatua, cockles, oysters, scallops,
catseyes and kina (sea urchin) are all on the risk list.
Paua, crayﬁsh and crabs can still be taken, but should
always have the gut removed before cooking.
Consumption of shellﬁsh affected by the paralytic
shellﬁsh toxin can cause numbness and tingling around
the mouth, face or extremities; difﬁculty swallowing
or breathing; dizziness; double vision; and in severe
cases, paralysis and respiratory failure.

Up-to-date information on the toxic shellﬁsh warning
can be found on the website www.ttophs.govt.nz/
health_warnings.
Although the warning is a Government measure
rather than a Council responsibility, we work in
cooperation with the Waikato District Health Board,
and with the Waikato Regional Council on water
pollution issues in our area – for instance by assisting
with communication and erecting signage.
People can contact the District Council to advise
of any pollution events that could affect shellﬁsh
gathering or recreational water use, and we will pass
the information on.

For more tips, click
the smart water
use logo on the
Council’s website.

