Thursday, 26 November 2015

This advertisement is authorised by the Hauraki District Council

H
A U RCA
K I
D I S T R I C T
O U N C I L

Council contribution gets ball
rolling on Morgan Park sports hub

PLENTY TO CELEBRATE: New citizen Joanna Derham is congratulated by her
St Joseph’s Waihi students and Mayor John Tregidga.

Class gets in on the act
Joanna Derham didn’t need an
absence note for having time off class
on 28 October. She’s the teacher –
and when she went to her citizenship
ceremony at the Council chambers in
Paeroa, she took her 12 pupils from
St Joseph’s Waihi with her.
“She was really excited, and has been
talking about it with us for ages,” said
11-year-old Samantha Jennings.
Joanna, 50, came from the village
of Burham in Kent (population 1250)
and was one of nine Hauraki District
residents sworn in as New Zealand
citizens by Mayor John Tregidga.
Waihi has been her home for eight
years since she emigrated with her
Kiwi husband Keith, who ironically
had never lived in “his” country
before. The longtime Brit was born
in Zanzibar, but held New Zealand
citizenship because his father was
from Hamilton.
The couple ﬁrst came to New Zealand
on holiday, without any notions of
moving. They liked the country so
much that they returned “to see it
again without rose tinted glasses on,”
said Joanna.
“Then we settled in Waihi because we
had family here. We love the beach,
the proximity to so many other places,
and at the same time the friendly
small-town feeling.”
After working as a teacher aide in
Britain and at Goldﬁelds School in
Paeroa, Joanna spent three years
training as a teacher, qualifying
two years ago and starting work at

Summertime
at the Libraries
14 December to 22 January
Head down to your local library
this summer to participate in our
exciting challenges:

All ages:
 Decorate the Library Christmas
trees
Make your own xmas decoration
to put on our Library trees.
 Where are you reading our
books this summer?
Are you in the backyard, at the
beach or with Nana? Email us at
libraries@hauraki-dc.govt.nz and
let us know where you are.
 Try something new for New
Year!
Pick up a list of ideas to challenge
your book choices for 2016.

Children’s:
 Library Seek and Find
Join in our library quiz. Completed
entries go in a draw to win a prize.
 Colour Ins
Pick up a colour-in template to
take home.

St Joseph’s where she teaches Year
6 to Year 8 students. The younger two
of her own three children are students
at Waihi College.
“Although I’ve felt like I belonged for
a long time, becoming a citizen has
brought everything together,” she said.
“The ceremony was quite moving, and
it was very special having the children
there – plus it was an opportunity for
them to experience something they
wouldn’t normally.”
Like her fellow new Kiwis, along
with a certiﬁcate of citizenship and
a silver fern pin Joanna received
a
kowhai
seedling
symbolising
her decision to put down roots in
New Zealand.
Mayor John Tregidga told our newest
citizens that while many have been
part of the community for years, “We
like to make this ceremony special and
personal. Changing your citizenship
is not a decision you have reached
[lightly]. It’s a serious undertaking,
and we want to make you feel at home
here. At the same time we hope you
will retain the memories and links that
are part of your cultural identity.”
The other Hauraki residents welcomed
as ofﬁcial citizens at the ceremony
were Waihi women Claire Dillon
and Gail McLarnon, both from Great
Britain; Paeroa’s Gillian Hamilton
from Great Britain, Angielisa Heather
from Samoa, and Jacobus and Esther
Kisling from South Africa; and Ngatea
couple Ivan and Margaret Mitchell
from Great Britain.

Lighting up Waihi
When Waihi’s popular town centre
Christmas lights are switched on
soon, they’ll be even brighter. This
year we’re extending the Seddon
Street lighting around the corner into
Rosemont Road, as far as Kenny
Street, and adding four new lights at
the roundabout linking the two main
streets.
Residents and holiday visitors will also
be able to light up a new barbecue at
Gilmour Lake reserve. We’re installing
this free community facility in time
for Christmas, after a similar public
barbecue was installed at Paeroa’s
Railway Reserve as a Lions Club
project a year ago.
In other work at Gilmour Lake, Council
staff have poured the concrete
foundations for the memorial wall
soon to be constructed as part of
Waihi Heritage Vision’s tunnellers
memorial. We’re pleased to be giving
hands-on support to this signiﬁcant
project, as well as providing funding
assistance. The memorial will be
ofﬁcially dedicated on 22 January next
year by the Governor General, Lt Gen
The Rt Hon Sir Jerry Mateparae; with
Victoria Cross recipient Willie Apiata
among the special guests.

Next winter Waihi netballers will be winning
their games on six new courts at the back of
Morgan Park, bordering Baker Street. The
brand new courts will also service the tennis
club, and the current netball pavilion will
be relocated and used as a shared central
hub, as the ball gets rolling on stage one of
Sport n Action Waihi Trust’s Recreation and
Community Centre Project.
“The netball courts need resurfacing and the
tennis courts need renewing too, so the ﬁrst
stage of the project has become quite urgent,”
says Sport n Action Waihi Trust Chairperson
Mary Carmine, adding ground instability at
the current netball club site has necessitated
the move to ﬁrmer ground.
The Trust has been in the planning and
feasibility stages of the multi-million dollar
Morgan Park concept since 2005. A
$450,000 contribution from Council’s Waihi
Ward Community Development Fund, along
with $320,000 from Council’s Long Term Plan
budget for Morgan Park, will cover the ﬁrst
stage of the project with a major fundraising
drive for the remainder of the development
well underway. To successfully apply for
lotteries grants the Trust needs to raise
enough money locally to show the community
is behind the project.
“Our fundraising coordinator John Drent is
leading a fundraising drive in Waihi with a
target of $500,000,” says Carmine, “Donations
can be given to our sports coordinator who is

stationed at the Events Centre. We are well
on the way to the ﬁrst $100,000.”Waihi Ward
Chair Harry Shepherd has been involved in
the project from the start and fully endorses
what the Trust is trying to do.
“I hope that the community will get behind it
and we can start the whole project as soon as
possible,” he says.
The Trust’s overall vision for the project is to
promote an active and healthy community by
offering increased participation opportunities
in sport and recreation. The project will
achieve this by providing up-to-date facilities
in an easily accessible environment. In other
words Morgan Park will become the hub of
sport and recreation in Waihi, with shared
clubrooms and a collaborative approach
to overheads, maintenance, sponsorship,
funding and marketing.
“It’s going to be a continual process over the
next few years to get to the ﬁnal result,” says
Mary, “It’s probably about a ﬁve year project.”
As well as catering to netball, tennis, football
and cricket, the long term game plan includes
an indoor sports centre for squash and inline
hockey, refurbished bowling greens, and new
croquet facilities.
“The project will cater for our growing clubs
and hopefully support and revitalise some
of the clubs that might be struggling on their
own,” says Mary.
Go to www.sportnactionwaihi.webs.com for
more information about the project.

Fainting between decks
just part of research

Bestselling writer and historian Deborah Challinor likes
to walk in her characters’ shoes, and she took almost 50
locals along with her during a recent visit to Waihi Library.
The Hamilton author was in town on 5 November as part
of a New Zealand tour launching A Tattooed Heart, the
fourth and ﬁnal volume in her Convict Girls series. Its
setting is 1830s Sydney Town, where English transportees
Friday Woolfe, Sarah Morgan and Harriet Clarke have
been serving their sentences for three years, all the while
living in fear of a sinister and vindictive compatriot who
continues to blackmail them about their past.
Deborah, 56, has convicts among her own ancestors
TELLING STORIES: Deborah Challinor
going back to her great, great, great, great, great
recounts some of her New South Wales
grandmother who was sent to Australia in 1790 for
experiences to her Waihi audience.
stealing two silk handkerchiefs. Her research for the
books involved doing time in New South Wales herself.
Four years of living there gave her a real and sometimes hair-raising feel for places that formed
the backdrop to her characters’ lives: cemeteries, prison grounds still complete with guard dogs,
railway stations, an orphan school, the Parramatta Female Factory, and “two-up, two down”
housing.
Despite claustrophobia Deborah even ventured into underground mines, and between decks
on the replica HMS Endeavour to picture what the voyage from England would have been like
for the convicts. In the congested quarters she fainted and had to be carried back out – “all in
the name of research”.
Deborah’s Waihi audience also got a glimpse of her clad in long skirt, bodice, bonnet and
boots and carrying a basket – an outﬁt she hired to literally put herself in Friday’s shoes while
exploring the streets of The Rocks in Sydney.
Her stories struck a chord with listeners, especially those who had been to some of the same
sites or had family connections there. Several said that Deborah’s books had encouraged
them to dig deeper into their genealogy and embrace some of their colourful ancestry which
in the past might have been swept under the carpet. On a personal note, it transpired that the
grandmother of one Waihi woman was the sister of Deborah’s grandmother.
For two others who took the opportunity to meet the author, Waihi College Year 9 students and
avid readers India Pool and Summer Schlegel, an anticipated extramural English class turned
into a “really interesting” history lesson.
There were plenty of questions for Deborah. How did she start her writing career? It was
“by accident” when her PhD thesis on New Zealand soldiers in the Vietnam War led to the
publication of non-ﬁction title Grey Ghosts. Her favourite own book? Union Belle, set against
the backdrop of the 1951 miners’ strike and inspired by her childhood years in the coal mining
town of Huntly. What’s in her sights now? The Convict Girls might yet reappear in stand-alone
spin-off stories as older women, and she’d like to write more young adult ﬁction; and given her
fascination for mining history, “the idea of setting a book in Waihi is very tempting”.
The library gathering, arranged in conjunction with Paper Plus Waihi, culminated with a chance
for people to buy books and have Deborah sign them. “It’s been very successful – the library
is an ideal venue which makes for a real community event,” said Paper Plus co-owner Virginia
Laing.
She and Waihi librarian Karen Wickliffe hope to host further New Zealand author visits in the
library in future. “It’s what libraries are about,” said Karen.
Meanwhile, Deborah’s new book is likely to be as popular with borrowers as her previous titles,
some of which have tallied over 80 issues. And Deborah is planning another date in Waihi next
year, speaking to members and guests of the Waihi branch of the New Zealand Society of
Genealogists.
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