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7.4.10 APPENDIX 7.4 B - NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS FOR
ELECTRICITY TRANSMISSION ACTIVITIES REGULATIONS 2009

(184.3)(186.18)

Resource Management (National
Environmental Standards for

Regulations 2009

Anand Satvanand. Governor-General
Order in Council
At Wellington this 14th day of December 2009

Present:
His Excellency the Governor-General in Council

that Act. makes the following regulations.
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Electricity Transmission Activities)

Pursuant to section 43 of the Resource Management Act 1991, His
Excellency the Governor-General, acting on the advice and with the
consent of the Executive Council. and on the recommendation of the
MWinister for the Environment given in accordance with section 44 of
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abrasive blasting means wet abrasive blasting and dry abra-
sive blasting

Act means the Resource Management Act 1991

base footprint means the footprint of a tower at the com-
mencement of these regulations

base height means the height of a transmission line support
structure at the commencement of these regulations

base position means the position of a pole at the commence-
ment of these regulations

base width means the length of the longest side of a tower’s
base footprint

blasting means water blasting and abrasive blasting

circuit means conductors on a transmission line that together

form a single electrical connection between 2 or more system

nodes

conductor—

{a) means wire or cable used for carrying electric current
along a transmission line; and

(b)  includes any hardware and insulation associated with
the wire or cable

drv abrasive blasting means using abrasive material in air
and directing it at pressure to wear down or remove the coat-
INgs Or corrosion on a structure’s surface
earth-wire—
{a) means a protective wire that provides a path to ground
for electrical current from a fault or lightning strike; and
(b}  1includes an earth-wire that contains optic fibres; and
(c) includes any hardware associated with the wire
earthworks means the disturbance of the surface of land by
activities including blading, tracking. boring, contouring, rip-
ping. moving, removing, stockpiling, placing, replacing. re-
compacting, excavating, cutting, and filling earth (or any other
matter constituting the land, such as soil, clay, sand, or rock)

envelope for controlled activities means the guadrangle
formed by moving each side of a tower’s base footprint
outwards by 150% of the tower’s base width and joimning the
sides (as shown in the second diagram 1n the Schedule)
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envelope for permitted activities means the gquadrangle

formed by moving each side of a tower’s base footprint

outwards by 60% of the tower’s base width and joining the
sides (as shown 1n the first diagram 1n the Schedule)

existing transmission line—

{a) means a transmission line that was operational. or was
able to be operated, at the commencement of these regu-
lations: and

(b) includes a transmission line described in paragraph (a)
that 15 altered or relocated in accordance with these
regulations; and

{c) includes a transmission line that. in accordance with
these regulations_ replaces a transmission line described
in paragraph (a)

footprint means the outline of the land occupied by a tower,

formed by drawing straight lines between the outermost edges

of the outermost parts of the tower at ground level

height, i relation to a transmission line support structure,

means the height of the structure measured vertically from the

ground level at the centre of the structure to the highest poimnt

of the structure (including conductors. but excluding telecom-

munication devices, earth peaks. and lightning rods)

historic heritage area—

{a) means an area that 15 protected by a mule because of 1ts
historic heritage; and

(b)  to avoiud doubt, includes an area that 15 protected by a
rule because 1t 15 a site of significance to Maon

land ncludes—
{a) land covered by water and the air space above land; and
{(b)  the bed of a lake or river; and

{c)  the surface of water in a lake or river

national grid means the network that transmaits high-voltage
electricity in New Zealand and that, at the commencement of
these regulations, 15 owned and operated by Transpower New
Zealand Limited, including—

{a) transmission lines: and

(b)  electricity substations
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natural area means an area that 1s protected by a rule because
it has outstanding natural features or landscapes. sigmificant
indigenous vegetation, or significant habitats of indigenous
fauna

normal operating conditions has the meaming given by regu-
lation 10(9)

occupied building means a bulding that 1s, or 15 mtended to
be. regularly occupied by 1 or more people

operation means the use of a transmission line to convey elec-
tricity

overland flow path means the path that water takes over land
if there 15 flooding

pole—

{a) means a structure that supports conductors as part of a
transmission line and that—
(1)  has no more than 3 vertical supports; and
(11)  1s not a steel-lattice stmcture; and

(b) includes the hardware associated with the structure
{such as msulators, cross-arms, and guy-wires) and the
structure’s foundations

sensitive land use includes the use of land for a childcare fa-
cility, school. residential building. or hospatal
telecommunication cable—

{a) means a wire or cable used for telecommunication; and
(b)  includes any hardware associated with the wire or cable

telecommunication device—
{a) means a device (for example, an antenna) that
(1) facilitates the operation of a transmission line;
and
(1)  receives or transmifs telecommunication signals;
and
{(b)  includes anv hardware associated with the device; but
(c)  does not include a telecommunication cable

temporary line deviation means the construction and use of
a temporary section of transmission line to divert electricity
transmission during the mamtenance or upgrading of an exist-
ing section of transmission line
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temporary structure—

(a) means a non-permanent structure, and any associated
lighting, erected only for a specific maintenance or up-
grading task: but

(b)  does not include a transmission line that 1s part of a
temporary line deviation

termination structure means a tower ot pole used for the tran-

sition between an overhead and an underground transmission

line

tower—

(a) means a steel-lattice structure that supports conductors
as part of a transmission line; and

(b) includes the hardware associated with the structure
(such as mnsulators, cross-arms, and guy-wires) and the
structure’s foundations

transmission line—

{a) means the facilities and structures used for, or assoct-
ated with, the overhead or underground transmission of
electricity in the national grid; and

(b)  includes transmission line support structures, telecom-
munication cables, and telecommunication devices to
which paragraph (a) applies; but

{c)  does not include an electricity substation

transmission line support structure means a tower or pole

undergrounding—

{a) means replacing overhead transmission lines with
underground transmission lines: and

(b)  includes altering, relocating. or replacing a tower or
pole at 1 or both ends of the underground transmission
lines so that the tower or pole becomes a termination
structure

upgrading means increasing the carrying capacity, efficiency,

security, or safety of a transmission line

water blasting means directing water at pressure to clean or

wash a structure’s surface

wet abrasive blasting means using abrasive material in water

and directing it at pressure to wear down or remove the coat-

Ings or corrosion on a structure’s surface.
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(2)  If a transmission line support structure is altered, relocated, or
replaced after the commencement of these regulations, the al-
tered. relocated. or replacement structure retains the base foot-
print, base height, base position, base width, envelope for con-
trolled activities, and envelope for permitted activities of the
first structure.

(3)  Unless the context requires another meaning. a term or expres-
sion that 1s defined 1n the Act and used, but not defined, in these
regulations has the meaning given by the Act.

4 Regulations apply only to certain activities relating to
existing transmission lines

(1) These regulations apply only to an activity that relates to the
operation, maintenance, upgrading, relocation, or removal of
an existing transmission line, including any of the following
activities that relate to those things:

(a)  a construction activity:

(b)  a use of land or occupation of the coastal marine area
(within the meanings of use and occupy given by sec-
tion 2(1) of the Act):

{c)  an activity relating to an access track to an existing
transmission line:

{d) undergrounding an existing transmission line.

(2) However, these regulations do not apply to—

{a)  the construction or use of a bridge or culvert to access an
existing transmission line; or

(b)  the control of the use of land for the purpose of the
prevention or mitigation of any adverse effects of the
storage, use, disposal, or transportation of hazardous
substances; or

(c)  the refuelling of a vehicle or equipment; or

(d)  the use of land as a landing area for helicopters; or

{e)  an activity carried out in relation to an electricity sub-
station; or

(f)  earthworks to the extent that thev are subject to a re-
gional rule.

2
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Operarion of transmission line or use of access
track

5 Permitted activities

{1)  The operation of an existing transmission line 1s a permutted
activity.

{2)  The use of an access track to an existing transmission line 15 a
permitted activity.

Overhead conductors, earth-wires, overhead
relecommunication cables, and adding overhead
CINCHILS

6 Permitted activities: overhead conductors

(1) Adding an overhead conductor, or part of an overhead conduc-
tor, to an existing transmission line (except as part of adding
an overhead circuit) 1s a permitted activity 1if—

{a)  both of'the conditions mn subclauses (4) and (5) are com-
plied with; and

(b)  all of the applicable conditions i regulation 10(2) to (8)
are complied with.

(2)  Replacing an overhead conductor, or part of an overhead con-
ductor, on an existing transmission line 1s a permitted activity
if the condition in subclause (6) 1s complied with.

(3)  Maintaining an overhead conductor on an existing transmis-
sion line 15 a permitted activity.

Conditions

{(4)  The conductors must be configured so that there are no more
than 2 conductors in the same phase (duplex configuration).

{(5)  The diameter of a new conductor, or a new part of a conductor,
must not exceed 50 mm.

(6)  The diameter of a replacement conductor. or a replacement
part of a conductor, must not exceed—

{a)  the diameter of the existing conductor or part. or
(b) 50 mm. if the diameter of the existing conductor or part
15 less than 50 mm.
a
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Permitted activities: earth-wires and overhead
telecommunication cables

Adding an earth-wire or overhead telecommunication cable,
or part of an earth-wire or overhead telecommunication cable,
to an existing transmission line 1s a permitted actrvity if both
of the conditions 1n subclauses (4) and (3) are complied with.
Eeplacing an earth-wire or overhead telecommunication ca-
ble. or part of an earth-wire or overhead telecommunication
cable. on an existing transmission line 1s a permitted activity
if the condition in subclause (6) 1s complied with.

Maintaining an earth-wire or overhead telecommunication ca-
ble on an existing transmission line 1s a permitted activity.

Conditions

The number of wires and cables must not exceed—

{a) 3 earth-wires. or 2 earth-wires and 1 telecommunication
cable, per transmission line support structure; or

(b)  the existing number of wires and cables, 1f that number
15 more than 1s permitted by paragraph (a).

The diameter of a new wire or cable. or a new part of a wire

or cable, must not exceed 25 mm.

The diameter of a replacement wire or cable, or a replacement

part of a wire or cable, must not exceed—

{a)  the diameter of the existing wire, cable, or part (as the
case may be); or

(b) 25 mm, 1f the diameter of the existing wire, cable, or
part (as the case may be) 1s less than 25 mm.

Permitted activities: adding overhead circuits

Adding an overhead circuit to an existing transmission line 1s

a permitted activity if—

{a)  the condition i subclause (2) 1s complied with; and

(b)  both of the conditions in regulation 6(4) and (5) are
complied with; and

(c)  all ofthe applicable conditions i regulation 10(2) to (&)
are complied with.
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(6)

Condition

The transmission line support structures of the transmission
line must have been designed and built, at the commencement
of these regulations, to carry the additional circuit.

Restricted discretionary activities

Adding an overhead conductor, or part of an overhead conduc-

tor. to an existing transmission line (except as part of adding

an overhead circuit) is a restricted discretionary activity 1f—

{a) 1 orbothofthe conditions in regulation 6(4) and (5) are
breached: but

(b)  all of the applicable conditions mn regulation 10(2) to (8)
are complied with.

Replacing an overhead conductor, or part of an overhead con-

ductor. on an existing transmaission line 15 a restricted discre-

tionary activity if the condition in regulation 6(6) 1s breached.

Adding an earth-wire or overhead telecommunication cable,
or part of an earth-wire or overhead telecommunication cable,
to an existing transmission line 1s a restricted discretionary
activity if 1 or both of the conditions in regulation 7(4) and

(5) are breached.

Eeplacing an earth-wire or overhead telecommunication ca-
ble, or part of an earth-wire or overhead telecommunication
cable, on an existing transmission line 1s a restricted discre-
tionary activity if the condition in regulation 7(6) 1s breached.
Adding an overhead circuit to an existing transmission line 1s
a restricted discretionary activity 1if—
(a) first—
(1) the condition in regulation 8(2) 1s breached; or
{11) 1 or both of the conditions i regulation 6(4) and
(5) are breached: and
(b)  second. all of the applicable conditions in regulation
10(2) to (8) are complied with.

Matters to which discretion restricted

Discretion 1 restricted to the following matters in relation to
a restricted discretionary activity under this regulation:

{a)  wvisual effects; and

(b)  the effects and timing of construction works; and
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(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

{c)  the effects on services and infrastructure.

Increasing voltage or current rafing,
underground conductors, and undergrounding
TANsmMIssIon [INes
Permitted activities: increasing voltage or current rating
Increasing the voltage or current rating of an existing trans-
mission line 1s a permitted activity 1f all of the applicable con-
ditions 1n subclauses (2) to (9) are complied with.

Conditions
The electric and magnetic fields produced by the transmission
of electricaty at 50 Hz through overhead or underground alter-
nating current transmission lines must, after being modelled
in accordance with subclauses (4) to (7). be demonstrated to
either—
{a) notexceed the following reference levels for public ex-
posure:
(1) electric field strength of 5 kV/m; and
(1)  magnetic flux density of 100 microteslas; or
(b)  notexceed the basic restriction level of 2 mA/m? for the
density of electric current induced in the body.

The static electric field strength produced by the transmis-

sion of electricity through overhead direct current transmis-

sion lines must be demonstrated to have no likely adverse
human health effects after—

{a) modelling the field strength 1 accordance with sub-
clauses (4) to (6) as if references to electric field strength
were references to static electric field strength: and

(b)  including the likely contribution to the field strength
from the space charge around the transmission line
caused by corona discharge.

The electric field strength and magnetic flux density of a trans-

mission line must be modelled at whichever of the following

locations 1s closest to the line:

{a) 1 metre above the ground n an area above. below, or
next to the line that is reasonably accessible to the pub-
lic; or
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(b) 1 metre above the highest floor level of an occupied
building.

The electric field strength and magnetic flux density of a trans-

mission line may be modelled to take account of any shielding

effect from buildings.

The electric field strength and magnetic flux density of an over-

head transmission line must be modelled to result in the high-

est electric and magnetic fields likely under normal operating

conditions using the following climatic conditions to deter-

mine conductor position:

{a) ambient temperature of 20°C in winter and 30°C in
summer:

(b)  maximum solar radiation of 1 000 W/m?*

{c)  dry conditions:

(d) wind speed of 0.6 m/s.

The magnetic flux density of an underground transmission line

must be modelled to result in the highest magnetic field likely

under normal operating conditions.

The rezults of modelling the electric field strength, magnetic

flux density, density of electric current induced in the body,

or static electric field strength under this regulation must be

provided to the relevant territorial authority if requested by the

territorial authority.

In subclauses (6) and (7). normal operating conditions—

{a) means the conditions associated with the highest load
current: but

(b)  does not include conditions 1n which a short-term 1n-
crease in voltage or current 1s caused by a fault such as
switching, a lightning strike. a short circuit, or an ab-
normal operating state of a direct current transmission
line.

Permitted activities: underground conductors

Adding an underground conductor, or part of an underground
conductor, to an existing transmission line 1s a permitted ac-
tivity if all of the applicable conditions in regulation 10(2) to
(8) are complied with.
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(3)

(1)

(2)

(1)

(2)

14

Replacing an underground conductor, or part of an under-
ground conductor, on an existing transmission line 1s a
permitted activity.

Maintaining an underground conductor on an existing trans-
mission line 15 a permitted activity.

Controlled activities: undergrounding transmission lines
Undergrounding an existing transmission line 15 a controlled
activity 1f all of the applicable conditions 1n regulation 10{2)
to (8) are complied with.

Matters over which control reserved

Control 1s reserved over the following matters in relation to a

controlled activity under this regulation:

{a)  the location of termination structures, and the route of
underground cables, 1n relation to—
(1) visual, landscape. and ecological effects; and
{11)  the effects on lhistoric heritage; and

(b}  the extent and nature of earthworks and control of sedi-
ment; and

(c)  the effects and timing of construction works; and

(d) the effects on services and infrastructure.

Non-complving activities

Each of the following activities 15 a non-complying activity if

1 or more of the applicable conditions 1n regulation 10(2) to

(8) are breached:

(a) adding an overhead conductor. or part of an overhead
conductor, to an existing transmission line:

(b)  adding an overhead circuit to an existing transmission
line:

(c)  1increasing the veoltage or current rating of an existing
transmission line:

(d) adding an underground conductor, or part of an under-
ground conductor, to an existing transmission line:

(e}  undergrounding an existing transmission line.

Altening, relocating, or replacing a transmussion line support
structure of an existing transmission line (other than as part
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(2)

(3)

(4)

of a temporary line deviation or undergrounding) is a non-

complying activity if—

{a) the requirement described in regulation 15(1)(c) or
(2)(c) 15 breached; and

(b) 1 or more of the applicable conditions in regula-
tion 10(2) to (8) are breached.

Transmission [ine support structures:
Alreration, relocation, and replacement
Permitted activities
Altening, relocating, or replacing a tower of an existing trans-
mission line (other than as part of a temporary line deviation
or undergrounding) is a permitted activity if all of the applic-
able conditions in subclauses (3) to (6) are complied with.
Altening, relocating, or replacing a pole of an existing trans-
mission line (other than as part of a temporary line deviation
or undergrounding) 15 a permitted activity 1f all of the applic-
able conditions 1 subclauses (3), (4). (7). and (8) are complied
with.
Conditions
If a transmission line support structure is increased in height
{including by being replaced with another structure) —
{a)  the structure may be made no more than 15% higher
than 1ts base height: and
(b)  the additional height must comply with any height re-
strictions for airport purposes, or any public view shafts,
specified 1n a rule.
A transmission line support structure must not be relocated, or
replaced with another transmission line support structure, o
that any part of the structure at ground level 15—
{a)  within 12 metres of an occupied building (measured
horizontally); or
(b)  any closer to an occupied building. if the existing struc-
ture 15 within 12 metres of the bulding (measured hor-
izontally).
If a tower 15 widened (including by being replaced with an-
other tower), each side of the tower’s footprint may be made
no longer than the total of—

A
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16

{a)  the length of that side of the tower’s base footprint; and
(b)  25% of the tower’s base width.

A tower must not be relocated, or replaced with another tower,
so that any part of the tower at ground level falls outside the
tower’s envelope for permatted activities.
A pole must not be replaced with a tower.

A pole must not be relocated. or replaced with another pole,
more than 5 metres from the pole’s base position (measured
honzontally).

Controlled activities

Altening, relocating, or replacing a tower of an existing trans-

mission line (other than as part of a temporary line deviation

or undergrounding) is a controlled activity 1f—

{a)  allofthe applicable conditions mn regulation 14(3) to (5)
are complied with; and

(b)  the condition mn regulation 14(6) 15 breached: but

(c) the tower iz not relocated. or replaced with another
tower, so that any part of the tower at ground level falls
outside the tower’s envelope for controlled activities.

Altening, relocating, or replacing a pole of an existing trans-

mission line (other than as part of a temporary line deviation

or undergrounding) 1s a controlled activity 1f—

{a)  all of the applicable conditions in regulation 14(3). (4).
and (7) are complied with; and

(b)  the condition in regulation 14(8) 15 breached; but

{c)  the pole 1s not relocated, or replaced with another pole,
more than 10 metres from the pole’s base position (mea-
sured horizontally).

Altening, relocating. or replacing a tower or pole of an existing
transmission line as part of undergrounding_ so that the tower
or pole becomes a termination structure, is a controlled activity
if all of the applicable conditions in regulation 14(3), (4), and
(7) are complied with.

Matters over which conirol reserved

Control 1s reserved over the following matters in relation to a
controlled activity under this regulation:

{a)  wvisual, landscape, and ecological effects; and
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(b)  the effects on historic heritage; and
(c)  the effects and timing of construction works; and
{d) the effects on zervices and infrastructure.

16  Restricted discretionary activities

(1)  Altening, relocating, or replacing a tower of an existing trans-
mission line (other than as part of a temporary line deviation
or undergrounding) 1s a restricted discretionary activity if—
{a) 1 ormore of the conditions in regulation 14(3) to (5) are

breached: or
(b)  both of the following apply:
(1) the requirement described in regulation 15(1)(c)
15 breached: but
(1)  all of the applicable conditions in regulation
10(2) to (8) are complied with.

(2)  Altenng, relocating, or replacing a pole of an existing trans-
mission line (other than as part of a temporary line deviation
or undergrounding) 1s a restricted discretionary activity if—
(a) 1 ormore of the conditions 1n regulation 14(3), (4). and

(7) are breached: or
(b)  both of the following apply:
(1) the requirement described in regulation 15(2)(c)
15 breached: but
{11)  all of the applicable conditions in regulation
10(2) to (8) are complied with.

(3)  Altening. relocating, or replacing a tower or pole of an exist-
ing transmission line as part of undergrounding, so that the
tower or pole becomes a termination structure, 1s a restricted
discretionary activity if 1 or more of the conditions in regula-
tion 14(3), (4), and (7) are breached.

Matters to which discretion restricted
(4)  Discretion s restricted to the following matters in relation to
a restricted discretionary activity under this regulation:
{a)  the location and height of the transmission line support
structures in relation to—
(1) visual, landscape, and ecological effects; and
{11)  the effects on historic heritage; and
(111)  the effects on sensitive land uses; and
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(b)  earthworks, clearance of trees and vegetation. and
restoration of the land; and
{c)  the effects and timing of construction works.
Temporary structures and temporary line
deviation
7 Permitted activities

(1) Erecting or using a temporary structure in relation to an exist-
ing transmission line (other than as part of a temporary line
deviation) 1s a permitted activity if the condition in subclause
(3) 15 complied with.

(2)  Carrving out a temporary line deviation of an existing trans-
mission line 15 a permitted activity if the condition in subclause
{(4) 15 complied with.

Conditions

(3)  Any temporary structures must be—

(a)  erected no earlier than 20 working days before the start
of the relevant maintenance or upgrading; and

(b)  removed no later than 20 working days after the end of
the maintenance or upgrading.

(4)  Any structures invelved in a temporary line deviation must
be—

(a)  erected no earlier than 60 working days before the start
of the relevant maintenance or upgrading; and

(b)  removed no later than 60 working days after the end of
the maintenance or upgrading.

18  Controlled activities

(1)  Erecting or using a temporary structure in relation to an exist-
ing transmission line (other than as part of a temporary line
deviation) 1s a controlled activity 1f the condition in regulation
17(3) 1s breached.

(2)  Carrving out a temporary line deviation of an existing trans-
mission line 15 a controlled activity if the condition in regula-
tion 17(4) 1s breached.

Matters over which control reserved

{(3)  Control 1s reserved over the following matters mn relation to a
controlled activity under this regulation:

12
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{a)  the duration of any works; and
(b)  the effects and timing of construction works.

Transmission lines: Removal

19 Permitted activities

(1) Removing an existing transmission line. or part of an existing
transmission line, 1s a permitted activity if both of the condi-
tions 1n subclavses (2) and (3) are complied with.

Conditions

{2)  The transmission line, or the part of the transmission line, and
any associated construction or demolition material must be re-
moved from the land.

{(3)  Any ground that 15 disturbed from the removal must be re-
stored 1n a way that mmimises the nisk of so1l erosion, sedi-
ment run-off, and weed invasion.

20 Controlled activities

(1)  ERemoving an existing transmission line, or part of an existing
transmission line, 1z a controlled activity if 1 or both of the
conditions 1 regulation 19(2) and (3) are breached.

Matters over which control reserved

(2)  Control 1s reserved over the following matters in relation to a

controlled activity under this regulation:
{a)  earthworks, clearance of trees and vegetation, and
restoration of the land: and
(b)  the effects and ttming of construction works.
Telecommunication devices

21 Permitted activities

(1) Installing or modifying a telecommunication device on a trans-
mission line support structure of an existing transmission line
1z a permitted activity if both of the conditions 1n subclauses
(3) and (4) are complied with.

(2)  Mamntaining a telecommunication device on a transmission
line support structure of an existing transmission line 1s a per-
mitted activity.

19
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(3)
(4)

(2)

(2)

(3)

24
(1)

Conditions
The width of the telecommunication device must not exceed
1.8 metres.

The telecommunication device mmust extend no more than 2.5
metres above the height of the structure.

Restricted discretionary activities

Installing or modifying a telecommunication device on a trans-
mission line support structure of an existing transmission line
1z a restricted discretionary activity if 1 or both of the condi-
tions 1n regulation 21(3) and (4) are breached.

Matters to which discretion restricted

Discretion 1s restricted to the following matters in relation to

a restricted discretionary activity under this regulation:

(a)  the size, height and number of telecommunication de-
vices and associated telecommunication cables: and

(b)  wvisual and landscape effects.

Signs
Permitted activities
Installing or modifving a sign on a transmission line support
structure of an existing transmission line that 15 intended to
identify the structure or its owner, or 1s intended to help with
safety or navigation, 1s a permutted actrvity if the applicable
condition in subclause (2) or (3) 1s complied with.

Conditions

The signs on a transmission line support structure that are
intended to identify the structure or its owner must together
cover an area of no more than 1 m*

The signs on a transmission line support structure that are in-
tended to help with safety or navigation must together cover
an area of no more than 6 m*

Restricted discretionary activities

Installing or modifving a sign on a transmission line support
structure of an existing transmission line that 1s intended to
identify the structure or its owner, or 1s intended to help with
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safety or navigation. 1s a restricted discretionary activity 1f the
applicable condition 1n regulation 23(2) or (3) 1s breached.

{(2)  Installing or modifying a sign next to a transmussion line sup-
port structure of an existing transmission line that is intended
to identify the structure or its owner, or 1s intended to help with
safety or navigation. 15 a restricted discretionary activity.
Matters to which discretion restricted

{3)  Discretion 1= restricted to the following matters in relation to
a restricted discretionary activity under this regulation:

{a)  wvisual effects; and
(b)  the effects on services and infrastructure.
Transmission line support structures:
Discharges from blasting and applying
p}'ﬂfé?i'f?'l'é’ C'Dﬂ'."fﬂg.i'

25 Permitted activities

(1) Blasting a transmission line support structure of an existing
transmission line, or prepaning the structure to recerve protect-
1ve coatings, 1s a permitted activity if all of the applicable con-
ditions 1n subclauses (3) to (9) are complied with.

(2)  Applying protective coatings to a transmission line support
structure of an existing transmission line 1s a permitted activity
if the condition 1 subclause (10) 15 complied with.
Conditions

{(3)  Blasting must not be done within 50 metres of a water body or
the coastal marine area.

{4)  Blasting must not be done—

{a)  within 50 metres of a public road: or
(b)  within 100 metres of an occupied building.

{(5)  Abrasive material used in abrasive blasting must contain no
more than 5% free silica by drv weight.

{(6) Waste and debris resulting from abrasive blasting must be re-
moved from the site of the blasting to the extent practicable.

(7) Dy abrasive blasting—

{a)  mustbe done no more than 1 metre above ground level;
and
o
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(8)

(9)

(10)

(2)

(3)

(b)  may be done only 1f covers or screens are used to miti-
gate the effects of any contaminants discharged by the
blasting.

If abrasive blasting 15 done on a tower coated with lead-based

paint, the waste and debris (including abrasive material) re-

sulting from the blasting must be captured and removed by
using geotextile material of a filter quality or by any equiva-
lent method.

The following substances must not be used for surface prepar-

ation: paint strippers (unless used on a solvent rag to degrease

a surface), fungicides, acids, alkalis, sodium hypochlorite, or

any other oxidising agent.

Protective coatings must be applied—

{a) by hand: or

(b) by pressunsed spray used no more than 1 metre above
ground level.

Controlled activities
Blasting a transmission line support structure of an existing
transmission line, or preparing the structure to receive protect-
ive coatings, 1s a controlled activity 1f—
{a) 1t 15 not done over a water body or the coastal marine
area; and
(b)  the applicable conditions 1n regulation 25(4) and (7) are
complied with; and
{c) 1 or both of the following apply:
(1) it 1s done within 50 metres of a water body or the
coastal marine area:
{(11) 1 or more of the conditions m regulation 25(35),

(6). (8). and (9) are breached.

Applying protective coafings to a transmission line support
structure of an existing fransmussion line 15 a controlled ac-
tivity if the condition mn regulation 25(10) 1s breached.

Matters over which control reserved

Control 1s reserved over the following matters in relation to a

controlled activity under this regulation:

{a)  the effects on water quality and ecologically-sensitive
receiving environments; and

Section 7.4: Provision for Network Utilities and Energy Generation

(Words in italics in rules and assessment criteria are defined in Section 4.0 Definitions)

7.4-45



Proposed Hauraki District Plan (24 August 2010)

Resource Management (National
Environmental Standards for Electricity

2000/397 Transmission Activities) Regulations 2009 r2d

-

(1)

(2)

(2)

(3)

(4)
(5)

{b) the effects on occupied buildings; and
{c)  the risk of contammation of so1l; and

(d) the effects on health

Restricted discretionary activities

Blasting a transmission line support structure of an existing

transmission line, or preparing the structure to receive protect-

ive coatings, 1s a restricted discretionary activity if—

{a) 1t 1s done over a water body or the coastal marine area;
or

(b) 1 or both of the conditions 1n regulation 25(4) and (7)
are breached.

Matters ro which discretion restricted

Discretion 1s restricted to the following matters in relation to

a restricted discretionary activity under this regulation:

(a)  the effects on water quality and ecologically-sensitive
receiving environments; and

(b)  the effects on occupied buildings and use of public
roads; and

(c)  the risk of contamination of so1l; and

(d) the effectz on health.

Discharges to water

Permitted activities

Discharging contammants into water, in relation to an existing
transmission line, 1s a permitted activity 1f, after the water and
contaminants are reasonably mixed together, all of the condi-
tions in subclavses (2) to (6) are complied with.

Conditions

The discharge must not produce conspicuous—

(a) films of o1l or grease: or

(b)  scums or foams: or

(c) floatable or suspended materials.

The discharge must not create a conspicuous change i colour
or visual clarity.

The discharge must not emit an objectionable odour.

The discharge must not make fresh water unsuitable for farm
amimals to drink.
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{(6)  The discharge must not have adverse effects on aquatic life
that are more than minor.

29 Controlled activities

(1)  Discharging contaminants into water, in relation to an existing
transmission line, 1s a controlled activity if, after the water and
contaminants are reasonably mixed together, 1 or more of the
conditions in regulation 28(2) to (6) are breached.

Matters over which control reserved
(2)  Control 1s reserved over the following matters 1 relation to a
controlled activity under this regulation:
{a)  the effects on water quality; and
(b)  the effects on aquatic life.
Trimming, felling, and removing trees and
1'E'glE?Tﬂ fnon

30 Permitted activities

(1)  Trimming, felling, or removing any tree or vegetation, in re-
lation to an existing transmission line, 1s a permatted activiry
if all of the applicable conditions 1n subclauses (2) to (6) are
complied with.

Conditions

(2)  Anytree or vegetation must not be tnmmed, felled. or removed
if—

{a)  a rule prohibits or restricts 1ts tnmming, felling, or re-
moval (as the case may be); or
(b) 1t isin a natural area.

(3)  Any tree or vegetation located on any land must not be felled
or removed 1f a regional plan controls the wse of the land for
the purpose of—

{a)  soil conservation; or
(b)  avoiding or mitigating flooding.

(4)  Anytree or vegetation must not be tnmmed, felled. or removed
if 1t 15 on land administered by the Department of Conserva-
tion under the Conservation Act 1987 or an Act specified in
Schedule 1 of that Act.

{(5)  The felling or removal of any tree or vegetation must not create
or contribute to—

M
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{a)  instability of a slope or another land surface: or
(b)  erosion of the bed or bank of a water body or the coastal

marine area.

(6)  Debris resulting from the tnmming. felling, or removal must
not enter a water body or the coastal marine area.

31 Controlled activities

(1) Trnmming, felling, or removing any tree or vegetation, in re-
lation to an existing transmission line, 1s a controlled activity
1if—
(a) first—

(1)  the condition in regulation 30(2) 1s breached be-
cause the tree or vegetation 1s 1 a natural area;
but

(1)  the timming. felling. or removal 1s done to re-
duce the risk to a transmission line; and

(b) second, all of the applicable conditions in regulation

30(3) to (6) are complied with.

Matters over which control reserved

(2)  Control 1s reserved over the following matters n relation to a
controlled activity under this regulation:
{a) replanting; and
(b)  disposal of trees and vegetation; and
{c)  wvisual. landscape. and ecological effects.

32 Restricted discretionary activities

(1)  Trimming, felling, or removing any tree of vegetation, in re-
lation to an existing transmission line, 1s a restricted discre-
tionary activity if 1 or both of the following paragraphs apply:
{a) first—

(1)  the condition in regulation 30(2) 1s breached; and

(11) 1t does not satisfy the exception in regulation
31(1)(a)(11):

(b)  second, 1 or more of the conditions 1n regulation 30(3)
to (6) are breached.
Matters to which discretion restricted
(2)  Discretion is restricted to the following matters in relation to
a restricted dizcretionary activity under this regulation:
23
Section 7.4: Provision for Network Utilities and Energy Generation 7.4-48

(Words in italics in rules and assessment criteria are defined in Section 4.0 Definitions)



(Words in italics in rules and assessment criteria are defined in Section 4.0 Definitions)

Proposed Hauraki District Plan (24 August 2010) Y. RAK!
Eesource Management (National
Environmental Standards for Electricity

rii Transmission Activities) Regulations 2009 2009/397
(a) replanting; and
(b)  disposal of trees and vegetation; and
(c) control of erosion and sediment; and
{d)  wisual, landscape, and ecological effects; and
(e}  the effects on dramnage, flooding, and overland flow

paths.
Earthworks

33 Permitted activities

(1)  Earthworks relating to an existing transmission line are a per-
mitted activity if all of the conditions in subclauses (2) to (9)
are complied with.

Conditions

{(2)  Earthworks 1n a natural area must not, 1 a calendar vear. ex-
ceed—

{a) 50 m?® per transmission line support structure; or
(b) 100 m?® per access track.

(3)  Erosion sediment control must be applied and maintained at
the site of earthworks, during and after the earthworks, to
avold the adverse effects of sediment on water bodies and the
coastal marine area.

{4)  All areas of so1l exposed by the earthworks must be stabilised
against erosion as soon as practicable after the earthworks end
to avoid the adverse effects of sediment on water bodies and
the coastal marine area.

{(5)  The earthworks must not create or contribute to—

{a)  instability or subsidence of a slope or another land sur-
face: or

(b)  erosion of the bed or bank of a water body or the coastal
marine area; or

{c)  drainage problems or flooding of overland flow paths.

(6)  Soil or debnis from the earthworks must not be placed where
it can enter a water body or the coastal manne area.

{(7)  Earthworks must not be carried out on the bed of a lake or river
or in the coastal marine area.

(8)  Earthworks must not be carried out in a historic heritage area
unless they are carried out on an archaeological zite in accord-
ance with the Historic Places Act 1993,

26
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(9)  Earthworks must not be carried out on land that a local author-
ity has identified as contaimning, or possibly containing, con-
taminants that pose a nisk to the environment.
34  Controlled activities
(1)  Earthworks relating to an existing transmission line are a con-
trolled activity 1f—
{a) 1 ormore ofthe conditions in regulation 33(2) to (7) are
breached: but
(b)  both of the conditions mn regulation 33(8) and (9) are
complied with.
Matters over which control reserved
(2)  Control 1s reserved over the following matters in relation to a
controlled activity under this regulation:
{a)  the extent and nature of anv disturbance; and
(b)  management of the earthworks and the methods used to
carry out the earthworks; and
{c) control of erosion and sediment and restoration of the
land: and
{d)  wvisual. landscape. and ecological effects; and
(e)  the effects on historic heritage; and
(fy  the effects on drainage, flooding, and overland flow
paths.
35  Restricted discretionary activities: historic heritage areas
(1)  Earthworks relating to an existing transmission line are a re-
stricted discretionary activity if the condition in regulation
33(8) 15 breached.
Matters to which discretion restricted
{2)  Discretion is restricted to the following matters in relation to
a restricted discretionary activity under this regulation:
{a)  the extent and nature of anv disturbance; and
(b)  management of the earthworks and the methods used to
carry out the earthworks; and
{c)  control of erosion and sediment and restoration of the
land: and
(d)  wisual, landscape. and ecological effects; and
{e)  the effects on historic heritage; and
-
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(f)  the effects on dramage, flooding. and overland flow

paths.

36 Restricted discretionary activities: potentially
contaminated land

(1)  Earthworks relating to an existing transmission line are a re-
stricted discretionary activity if the condition in regulation
33(9) 1s breached.

Matters to which discretion restricred

(2)  Discretion is restricted to the following matters in relation to

a restricted discretionary activity under this regulation:

{a)  restoration of the land; and

(b)  management of the earthworks and the methods used to
carry out the earthworks; and

{c)  the extent and nature of any disturbance 1n relation to
ecological and health effects.

Noise and vibration from consfruction acrivity
7 Permitted activities

(1) A construction activity relating to an existing transmission line
1s a permitted activity if both of the conditions 1n subclauses
(2) and (3) are complied with.

Conditions

{(2)  The noize from the construction activity must comply with
New Zealand Standard NZS 6803:1999 Acoustics—Construc-
tion Noise.

{(3)  The wibrations from the construction activity must comply
with the peak particle velocity limits in table 1 of German
Standard DIN 4150-3:1999 Structural Vibration—Effects of
Wibration on Structures.

38  Controlled activities

(1) A construction activity relating to an existing transmission line
1z a controlled activity 1if 1 or both of the conditions in regula-
tion 37(2) and (3) are breached.

22
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Matters over which control reserved
{(2)  Control 1s reserved over the following matters n relation to a
controlled actrvity under this regulation:
(a)  the timing of the works; and
(b)  the effects on sensinive land uses; and
{c)  the giving of notice of the works to parties who may be

affected.

ther transmission activities
39  Discretionary activities
An activity to which these regulations apply (under regulation
4) 15 a discretionary activity if it 1s not described in these regu-
lations as a permutted activity, controlled activity, restricted
discretionary activity, or non-complying activity.

29
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Schedule
Envelopes for activities relating to towers
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Rebecca Kitteradge,
Clerk of the Executrve Council.

Explanatory note

This note is not part of the regulations, but is intended to indicate
their general effect.

These regulations provide national environmental standards for elec-
tricity transmuission. The regulations categorise activities that re-
late to the operation. maintenance_ upgrading, relocation. or removal
of existing transmission lines. Activities are categorised as permit-
ted activities, controlled activities, restricted discretionary activities,
non-complying activities, or discretionary activities.

The regulations come into force on 14 January 2010.

Issued under the authority of the Acts and Eegulations Publication Act 1989,
Date of notification i Gazetfe: 17 December 2009,
The=e regulations are admimstered by the Mimmsiry for the Environment.

Wallingten, New Zsaland
Poblished wndic toe authority of the New Zsaland Govsomes:—2I002
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