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The future begins in your own backyard
¢Û¢

You’re sitting on the back step with your sister Alice when two things hit
you out of the blue; a Council Facebook post; a rugby ball.
Scrolling through your phone you see your best
friend has tagged you in a Facebook post from
the Council that’s gone viral. You wonder what
the Council could be doing that’s so interesting
to everyone, but it turns out it’s quite thoughtơǤ

providing a scenic route for the Hauraki Rail Trail
in Waihi, revitalising public spaces in Paeroa and
Waihi townships, and whether it should still fund
visitor information services across the district.
You love living here and you care about the
ǡǯÛǤ

There are some big issues coming up that will
 ¢
over the next ten years, and beyond - things like
dealing with climate change, making sure we
have enough water to go around, meeting new
ǡƤ
ǯơ
communities.

You click on the link just as your nephew Jamie,
who is practising his rugby kicks in the backyard,
accidentally hooks the ball sideways. It slams
into your head, making your ears ring, before
 ơǤ

The Council also wants to know what you think
about investing in community projects like

ǲǡǳ ƪ 
and crawls after it.
ǯƤǡ
and Alice go looking for him.

1
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Hauraki District
Council needs you!
¢
Ǩ
You’re invited on a
V.I.P tour of 'Our Place’.
Discover the major issues we’re facing
over the next ten years.

Check out the projects we’re planning and
tell us if we’re on the right track.

Tour times: now, soon, and a bit later on...

Your tour guide will
be along shortly.

3
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“What’s Our Place?” Alice asks.
There’s more information on the back of the invitation.

Last year we asked our
communities what was most
important to them about
Our Place.

You’re wondering if it’s too late
to mention you’d also like more
surf beaches, theme parks, and
shopping malls when you notice
a ruru wearing a tuxedo hurrying
towards you carrying a briefcase.

We had some great feedback.
Overall, we heard that
Our ideal Place has:

“Tickets please,” he proclaims
when he arrives.

healthy environments

(we look after our ecosystems, aim to reduce
our carbon footprint, keep our rivers clean)

“We have an invitation, will that
do?” you ask, bewildered.

connected people

ǲ ǥǳǡƪƥ
 ƪ
wings.

(we look after each other, partner with iwi,
we're proud to live here)

vibrant and safe communities

(fun and inviting public spaces, safe and
affordable homes, reliable water supply)

strong economy

(local business is supported, jobs and training
are available, we're skilled and educated)
We’ve used this feedback to help us plan for the next
ten years and beyond – but we want to know what
you think. Are we going in the right direction?

Find out more

'LVWULFW3UR¿OH

QR
code

Vision, community
outcomes, mission
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“If it’s an invitation from the one
and only Hauraki District Council
for an exclusive, V.I.P tour of
Our Place with all the bells and
whistles (left over from last year’s
Christmas parade) then I’m your
bird!”
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¢
You follow the ruru through a secret door in a
ƪǤ

We also want to talk about some of the projects
that we can choose to do if we want to, and get your
feedback on whether or not you think we should do
them.”

“Thanks for coming on our V.I.P tour,” he says as
you trot along after him, “My name’s Hawk (my
mother had big ambitions for me okay) and I’ll
be your guide for today. I’m nocturnal, so please
  ơ Ǥ
I always wanted to be a famous rock star so I could
work nights but unfortunately, that didn’t work out.
Mostly because I don’t have a musical bone in my
body. To cut a long story short, even my mother
advised me not to give up my day job, so here I am
at your service!

He hands you and Alice a piece of paper each.
ǲǯ ǯƤ 
form at the end of the tour. It looks like ordinary
paper but actually comes with magical powers.
Once you’re done, you can leave it anywhere in
 ƪ 
a homing pigeon - except it doesn’t poop on your
roof.”
ǲ¢ǡǳǡǲ
seen a young boy, about this high, white shirt,
smelly socks…”

ǲǯͭͬͯͬǡ
and our proposed plans for getting to Our Place/
1JĉNDXSDSDRWĉWĉWRXNDLQJD – which is
the ideal Hauraki District that our communities
imagined when we spoke with you last year. We
need to talk about the big things that we have to
do, some big changes we know are coming up,
¢ǡ
especially when it comes to paying the rates bill.

“Was he looking for a rugby ball?”
“Yes, that’s him!”
“In that case, no.”

5
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Ûǡ
“Now where was I? Oh yes, the big
issues.

̹
 
 

Ǥ




  
ǡ
 
 ǡ
 
Ǥ

Okay, so you’ve probably heard
this so many times lately it makes
you want to go and live in a cave in
Tibet but there’s no denying that
the current pandemic has changed
the world.
ǯơ 
ǡ¢
– although our district’s been
ơ 
places because farming’s such a
big contributor to our economy.
Also, we’ve always had more New
Zealand visitors to our district than
those of the overseas variety, so
closing the borders hasn’t been
quite as tough for our tourism
businesses as it has been in other
places. We know we need to plan
for the unexpected, but we’re
cautiously optimistic we’ll be okay
- especially now we have vaccines,
which we hope will help control
the virus overseas and allow some
borders to open and life to return
to somewhat normal before too
long.”
You wonder what normal even
means these days and think about
asking Hawk, until you realise

6

the ridiculousness of having that
conversation with a giant tuxedowearing ruru.
“That doesn’t mean we’re not
facing challenges,” Hawk says,
“Job-seeker numbers in our district
are much higher than they were
this time last year, and we’re
expecting this to continue during
ͮͬͮͭǤ
Things should slowly right
themselves again but in the
meantime, one thing we can do to
help is to keep investing in projects
that create jobs, support our
community outcomes, and keep
 ƪǤǳ
“The thing is,” he continues, “even
before Covid tipped the world
on its head, we were facing big
increases in the cost of providing
our services, and that hasn’t
changed. We know we have
some big bills lurking around the
corner and we don’t think our
 ơ
them.


ǡ
   
 ǡ
̹ Ǥ
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We have a lot of old roads that need resealing
for example so we’ll need to invest a bit more on
ƤƤǤ
We’re also facing stricter environmental standards
for stormwater discharge into waterways, which
means we’ll need to invest more on management
in this area.
But one of the scariest bills within the next
͈Ͱͭ 
our wastewater treatment plants to meet new
government rules about the environment. That
 ȋ͈ͭͯǤͱȌǡ
ȋ͈ͰȌǡȋ͈ͱǤͱȌ
ȋ͈ͭʹȌͮͬͮͭǦͯͭ
The government's plan is to get almost all of our
ͮͬͰͬǡ
which is all good - in theory. The reality in our
district is that the discharge from our wastewater
treatment plants has far less impact on the
environment than other things, so we want to
work with the government and Waikato Regional
Council to look at what else we could do to make
ơ Ǥ
We’re also assuming that the government will
pay half the bill. We know that’s a big assumption
to make but they’ve given us money before to
Ǥ ͮͬͭͬ 
͈ͯʹͬǡͬͬͬ
wastewater scheme. When we had to meet new
Ƥǡ
͈ͱǤ
ǯ͈ͯ
subsidies that the government has given us.

 ͈ʹͲǡ  
our cap and leaves us little room to move in case
of surprise expenses. It would also mean that
 ͯ͵άǡ
ͭͱͳάȋǯ͈ͭǡͬͰͬǨȌ
 ͭͬǤ   
ơǡǯƤ
Ǥǡͳʹά
households in Paeroa and Waihi would be paying
ͱά 
  ơǤ
“That’s a lot of households” you agree.
̺Ǧ̹ơ 
where people are already getting by on quite a bit
less income than many people in the rest of the
country. Here, let me show you something…"
Hawk stops for a moment, sits on a step and
pulls a laptop from his briefcase.
You’re relieved to take a breather. It feels like
you’ve been walking for an age and your legs
are starting to complain like tired toddlers.

 
͈Ͱͭ
 



Ǥ

If we’re wrong, and the government doesn’t
ͱͬάǡ
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ǲǯơͱά ǡǳ
ǡǲ  
ǢǡǤǳ
ǲ Ͳͬά
Ǥǡ 
 ƤǤǳ

Median Household Income
$75,700

$40,100

$41,300

Waihi
town

Paeroa
town

$52,500

Hauraki
District

New Zealand

 ǡ
 ǤǡƤ͈ͭͬ
 Ƥ  ǡǯǤ 
   ȋ Ȍ  
 Ǥ
ǲǳ Ǥǲ ǯǡǯ
Ǥǯ ǯ
Ǥ ǯ  
    ǡ    
 Ǥǳ
 ǡǲ  Ƥ
ǡǯ ơ Ǥ 
 ǡ  Ǥǳ
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¢
ǲ   ǡǳ Ǥ
ǲ  ǡǡǯ 
Ǥǯ ǡǯ
Ǥ   
Ǥǯ  ǡǡ 
ǯ  Ǥ̹ ǡǡǡ
Ǥǳ
  ǡ̹   Ǥ
̺ ǡ̺ ǡ̺̹  ƤǤ ̹Ǥ̺
 Ǧ ǡǤ  
 ǡǤ  ƪ 
ƪǤ  ǡǤ
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“Hey that’s our lemon tree!” Alice
exclaims.


ǯ


 
 
 Ǥ

Sure enough, you've been transported to
your own backyard. Heavy rain plasters
your hair to your head and most of the
section is underwater, including your
veggie garden. Only the tops of the
weeds are tall enough to poke above the
water. You think it’s terribly unfair that
they grow to the height of skyscrapers
without any attention from you at all
 Ƥ
  ǡƤ
dining, luxury day spas – and will curl their
leaves up and die at the slightest hint of
neglect.
“Climate change,” Hawk says, handing
you an umbrella.
ǲǯ ơ 
of climate change with rising sea levels,
more frequent droughts, and when it
does rain it rains cats and dogs, which
ƪǤ
network wasn’t designed to cope with this
much rain in such a short space of time,”
he explains.
“To manage this in the future, we need to
understand the impact of climate change

10

on our stormwater and wastewater
systems and how we can make them
more resilient. We’re investing around
͈ͳͳͬǡͬͬͬͭͬ
upgrade our stormwater systems to
adapt. In our Hauraki Plains towns, due
to sea level rise, we may not be able to
continue to drain stormwater through
ƪ
we may have to top up stopbank heights
 ƪǤ
ͱͬ
ƪ 
network, which includes pump stations,
ƪͲͱͬ
land drains. There are also river schemes
and stopbanks owned and maintained by
the Waikato Regional Council that provide
ƪ  Ǥ
Some of our roads are vulnerable to
cracking and damage from weather
related events and rising sea levels, so we
need to work out how to make these more
resilient. We’re also investing in ‘Lifeline’
routes across the district, but particularly
ƪ  ǡ
allow emergency services to respond after
a natural disaster.”
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“But shouldn’t we be doing something to stop climate
change?” Alice asks.

with some of our more at risk communities, such as
ǡơ 
climate change. This community-led plan will describe
how we will respond to natural hazard risks on the
Wharekawa Coast in the future. We’re planning to do
 ͮͬͮͰ 
͈ͭͬͬǡͬͬͬǤǳ

“If the world acts quickly to reduce emissions the
climate may not change as much, which means we
won’t have to adapt as much – but that’s pretty much
out of our control,” Hawk explains.
“We can control things like the kind of cars we drive
and how many trees we plant, but because the future
is uncertain, we also need to start preparing for how
ǯơ   Ǥ
to get our own house in order before we focus on
the bigger district-wide picture, so we’re looking at
where we can lower emissions caused by our business
operations by doing things like reviewing our supply
chains and planting more trees. As for the use of our
land and our infrastructure, we will continue to take
   ǡơ 
that come with it, like higher temperatures, increased
rainfall, droughts, and storm events. As for the costs,
ǡǯ Ƥǥǳ

  ƪ
it inside out. Within seconds, the wind is roaring.
ǲǨǳ ƪǡǲ
scene is about to change.”
As you hurry back through the doors, you catch
a glimpse of white out of the corner of your eye.
Someone’s in the lemon tree.
“Jamie!”
He turns at the sound of his name, and your eyes lock
just as the doors close and the scene is swept away.
“We can’t go after him,” Hawk says, “the best you can
hope for is that he’s rinsed out somewhere in the wash
– it hasn’t happened yet but that doesn’t mean it can’t
happen.”

“Later, we want to work with iwi, business, youth and
our wider communities to set emissions reduction
targets for our district and work out what we need to
do collectively to achieve our goals. We’re sure there
will be some keen community champions and experts
who will want to be involved! We’re already working

Wharekawa
Coast website
re
ut mo
Find o
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code


  Ǧ Ǥ

Our plans for
Climate change
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 ǫ
µÛǫ
Once the wind passes, you ask Hawk to open the
portal again, just in case by some miracle Jamie is
still there, clinging to the lemon tree.

“Is there anything we can do about it?” Alice asks.
“Well, I take dust baths, but obviously that doesn’t
work for everyone,” Hawk says.

This time you’re in a Waihi farm paddock. The sun
beats down and the grass is sparse and brown.
Hungry, drooling cows crowd around you in the
vain hope you might be an opener-of-gatesto-lush-green-paddocks. The usually raging
Z Ǥ
Unfortunately, there’s no sign of the lemon tree or
Jamie.

“But seriously, you can help by using water wisely
and conserving it wherever you can. At the
ǯ Ƥǯ
been losing more water from the network than we
should. But in the longer term we’ll be looking for
another water source, as the population is expected
to continue to grow.”

ǲ ǯZǡǳ 
says.

Hawk pauses for a minute, takes a sip of water,
ƪơǤ 
Jamie, but there’s still no sign of him anywhere.

“It’s likely due to increasing droughts and the
ơ   ǡǳ Ǥ
ǲ ǡZ
(where we source water for Waihi and Waikino) gets
really low, and we can’t take the water we need to
keep up with demand in Waihi and Waikino. That’s
because if the water in the river gets too low, it
ơ ƤǤ

ǯ
 ǡ
  Ǥ
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ÛóǦ¢Ǧ
“Talking about water,” Hawk continues, “we’re
͈Ͳ 
ǡơ
problem with brown-tinted drinking water.

̹  
 
 
Ǥ

Caused by high levels of manganese, the water
looks unappealing and can cause problems on
white sheet washing day, but it’s safe to drink
(although we understand why you might save
it for visitors you don’t like very much).
Manganese also builds up on the inside of
 Ƥǡ
resulting in extra maintenance costs. Usually
we can reduce the minerals to an acceptable
ǡƪ   
means that we don’t always get it spot on.
The good news is we’re investing in a better
ǯ Ƥ
our Hauraki Plains communities will have
consistently clear drinking water within the
next three years.”

Water
Supply
Activity
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ÛÛ
It looks likely councils will lose water services – what will this mean for Hauraki?

ǯ

ǯ



 ȋ
ǡǡ
Ȍ
Ǥ

It’s really hot in the paddock and
you’re wondering if the river’s deep
enough for a swim when Alice asks a
good question.
“That’s a lot of money and you’ve
ơ
for many of our communities, so how
will we actually pay for all the things
you’ve been talking about today?”
“I’ll get to that in a minute,” Hawk
says.
“First it’s important for you to know
that there’s a big shake up on the
way to do with how we manage
water services (drinking water,
stormwater, wastewater) in New
Zealand. The government wants
these things to be managed by
bigger, regional agencies rather
than by local councils as they are
now – and they want this to happen
within the next three years. We
Ƥ
investment in infrastructure to meet
their new environmental rules and
to increase our resilience to climate
change and natural hazards. As I
 ǯơ
pay for it, so that part’s good news if
the proposal goes ahead. However,
we have some concerns that our
communities might be overlooked
in favour of the bigger centres under
the proposed regional model, which
could lump all Waikato and Bay of
Plenty district councils together
under one agency, most likely based
in a large centre like Hamilton or

Three Waters
Reform Report

Find out more

QR
code
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Tauranga. Last year we signed a
Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) with the government, which
says we’ll participate in looking into
ơ
services. We’ll do this preparation
work and then ask our communities
what they think about it all in late
ͮͬͮͭǤǡ̹
still need drinking water, wastewater
and stormwater services. As I’ve
already mentioned, it’s going to
cost a lot of money to meet the new
government rules, regardless of who
owns and manages the network. So
for now we’re still working under
the assumption that it’s business as
usual, which means we’ll continue
to manage water services in our
district and plan ahead so that our
communities are in a good position
whatever the future brings.”

ǡ

ǡ
 Ǥ
ǯ

ǯǤ
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 Ƥǡǡ
but she has wheels instead of legs. You should be
surprised, but you’re not at this point.

approach by collaborating with neighbouring
councils to determine the best way to provide the
service. We also look after local roads, so we’ll
be developing a strategy to reduce the pollution
ơǤ
locate the new stormwater assets (for example soft
Ƥ 
capture sediment).

“Let’s go for a little drive,” Hawk says.
ǲǯͯͬ
some of our services like roads and footpaths, water,
wastewater, stormwater and drainage. I’ve told you
  ơ 
we’ll deal with that, but that’s not all we need to
worry about.”

“You know how we drain water from land on the
Hauraki Plains? Well you do now. In some areas
gravity drainage may not work as well as before,
ƪ Ǥ
means the system might need to be supplemented
or replaced by pumped outlets. We’ll keep topping
up our stopbank heights as they settle to ensure the
 ƪ
for normal farming most of the time.

“When it rains, it pours” you say. Hawk clicks his
beak, “Exactly!” he exclaims.
“Remember when I told you about increasing
environmental standards? Well, we need approval
(consent) from the Waikato Regional Council to
discharge our treated wastewater. Our approval
expires for a number of our treatment plants in the
next ten years, and we’ll have to meet the higher
standards when we renew our consents. This will
mean upgrading our wastewater treatment plants,
and this is going to cost a lot of money. Remember
 ơ
our households? This could make it worse. I’ll show
you more in a moment.”

“That’s a lot of water problems” says Alice as you sit
down to ponder.
“With every challenge comes an opportunity,” says
Hawk wisely.
“Pothole!” you cry, as Hawk dodges a sunken area on
the asphalt.
“Indeed, with all this water, parts of our transport
network are vulnerable to weather related events
and rising sea levels. This leads to more cracking and
issues with the quality of our roads. Our bridges are
also getting older,” continues Hawk.

“We think we should work with the Regional Council
and/or Government to allow for a common sense
way of dealing with the impact of the changes facing
wastewater treatment. We’re developing a strategy
on the treatment and discharge of wastewater
 ͱͬǡ 
look at how we could meet standards in other ways.
For example purchasing farmland or smart farming
practices may provide better return on capital
investment for the environment than costly, state of
the art treatment plants.”

“We need to spend more money on reseals and
rebuilds – we asked the community about this
ͮͬͭʹǦͮʹǤǯ 
ͮʹάͭͱάƤ
years with a higher level of investment. Of course,
we’ll continue with proactive maintenance before
storm events and be ready to respond to issues with
the road.”

“It’s kind of similar for stormwater - our consents for
discharging stormwater into waterways expire in
ͮͬͮͯ
water so that our waterways are super clean. This
will mean more quality management and monitoring
to make sure we’re doing the right thing. A bit
like wastewater, we’ll continue to take a regional

“Here’s a nice scenic spot,” he says as you come to a
halt by the river again. “Let’s have a rest here.” The
ladybug crawls away silently into the distance.

15
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͚͙͛͘Ǧ͚͙͘͝




•

Investigate an alternative raw water source
ơ 
potential saltwater intrusion as sea levels rise.

•

ǯͭͬǦͭͱǤ
 ͈ͳͱͬǡͬͬͬȋǯ
dollars).

•

Paeroa raw water main will need to be replaced
ͮͬͯͰǡ ͈ͯǤͱǤ

•

•

ͮͬͯͱǦͯͳǡ
water take consents will expire and will need
͈ͮͱͬǡͬͬͬ Ǥ
Paeroa’s consent will need to be renewed in
ͮͬͰͰǤ

We may need to purchase existing farmland
ƪ
/ pump stations to improve freshwater quality
before it is discharged.

•

ͮͬͰͲǦͮͬͰ͵ǯ
treatment plants again – at a total cost of
͈ͯͭǤͱǤ

When we clear our drains we’ll need to do
Ƥ ǡ
Ƥǡ 
in that area.



•

•

ͮͬͯͯͮͬͰͯǡ
ǡ͈ͭ
million total each year, with Kerepehi due for
 ͮͬͯͳͮͬͰͳ͈ͳͱͬǡͬͬͬ
each year.

•

As noted under stormwater, we will consider
green infrastructure that provides treatment
ƪǤ

•

We’ll be improving our infrastructure to suit
other ways of getting around, like walking,
cycling and mobility impaired forms of travel.
We’ll prepare an annual programme of works
to prioritise initiatives and deliver them from
ͭͭǦͯͬǤ

•

We’ll be gathering data over the next ten years,
and developing an evidence based strategy so
that we can determine the best investment in
resealing and rebuilding roads going forward.


•

Implementing our Wastewater Strategy, when
developed.

•

Kerepehi discharge consent renewal


•

ƪ
ƪǡ  
ͭͭǦͮͬǡǯ
unknown until we complete our Catchment
ͮͬͮͭǦͮͯǤ

•

There is potential for road catchpits to be
Ƥ  
ơǤ
This would likely result in increased operating
ͭͭǦͯͬǤ
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“Well it’s our limit on borrowing money - we
shouldn’t go over our debt cap without a very very
very good reason. If we do, it might mean we can’t
borrow in the future – which could mean no money
for important projects like my dream rock concert
stadium!”

 

 Ǥ

“Or my shopping mall,” Alice says wistfully.

Hawk sits down in the stubbly grass and a drove of
ceramic piggy banks wanders past and heads down
to the river for a drink. “Now to answer your earlier
question about how we’ll pay for everything.”

“Anyway,” Hawk continues, “I know I said we’re
looking okay right now, but our challenge is to
work out the best way to meet our expenses in a
ơ Ǥ
a council, we pay low interest rates so borrowing is
a good option to help spread our investment over
several years. We’re careful to keep our borrowing
at a manageable level, of course. There are a few
ways we do this, including making sure the annual
ͭͬά
 ͭͱά Ǥ
ơ  
debt cap – the lowest value of the four becomes the
overall debt cap.”

Alice looks at him quizzically.
He gives a hoot and a swarm of bees buzzes into the
sky in front of you. “Positions please,” he instructs
ƪ
graph in the sky as they go.
Isn’t that just the bees knees?” he says, moving
his wings like a conductor and admiring their
handiwork.
“It looks like you’re going to borrow the money?”
Alice squints at the graph.
“That’s one tool we can use, yes,” Hawk explains.
“We’re in an alright position at the moment, because
as you can see from my graph, our overall debt is
well below our debt cap.”

  ǡ

Ǥ

“What’s a debt cap?” you interrupt.
$million
100

Changes to our debt over ten years
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ǲǡ ǡǳ ǡƪ
the distance.
Hawk soldiers on.

We’ll continue

 
 Ǧ
 

 Ǥ

“Debt isn’t our only tool. Other tools we can use include lowering our costs
ȋǡ ƥ  Ȍǡ 
services we provide. Of course we can also increase our rates and fees to cover
costs, but we try our best not to – it’s our last resort! We also think really hard
  Ƥ
the most will pay the most. For example, dog owners pay registration fees to
cover administration costs, but animal control is paid for by the general public
 ƤǤǳ
Hawk whistles to the bees and they start a new diagram.
“We’re increasing some of our user fees to meet our costs, and we’re also being
prudent by keeping our rates as low as we can. However, we have increased our
rates caps. A rates cap is not an actual rates increase, it just means that we can
raise rates by a certain amount if we need to, which gives us some wriggle room
in case of unexpected expenses.”
“Like if your car blows up?” Alice asks.
After two years of getting her from A to B while doubling as a second wardrobe
and emergency bed, her trusty Toyota Corolla had recently developed a fatal
condition in its engine and she’d had to put it down. It was the kind thing to do
but, as there were currently only cacti and tumble weeds in her savings account,
Ƥ ƥ Ǥ
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“Exactly,” Hawk nods, “and to make it easier for our ratepayers, we’ll spread any large increases over a
number of years. That means you can expect your rates bill to increase about the same amount every year,
which will help with planning the household budget.”
“Looking at the big picture, we’re tracking to stay within our debt caps for the next ten years but we are a
bit concerned about what will happen after that. We don’t have all the answers, as so many of the increased
 Ǥǯ   Ǧơ 
provide great service. We know we have to meet certain environmental standards, and we’re looking into
 ơǤǳ
“Can I ask a silly question?” you ask. “You already did,” Hawk mutters. You decide to ignore him and
ǡǲ  ǫƪǤǳ
ǲ ǫ ƤͰǤͲάǤ
 ǡǡͰǤͲάǤ ǡǦ
 ƤǤǳ ǡǲ 
are to pay for new wastewater treatment plants. There’s always something to do around here! Water rates
Ƥ Ǥ̹
reduce our water loss across the District.”
He checks his smartphone, “Oh my giddy aunt we’re running late. I have another group arriving soon and
time is marching on. Let’s go.”
Total rates increase
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A peek at our major projects

Our brightest stars
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Û¢µ
ƪ  Ǥ ǯ 
Ûó¢ Ǥ
Your eyes wander up to the blue sky and you see pictures in the clouds. It reminds you of the many hours you
spent lying on your back in the long grass or sand as a kid looking for animal shapes.
ǲ  ơ ơ
types of properties,” Hawk explains.
Samples shown are averages based on low, medium and high values (2019 Valuation) for each category
of property, with the district wide average calculated.



Low value $550,000

Actual rate 2020/21: $2,382
Proposed rate 2021/22: $2,447
Average increase in rates = $1.26/week



Medium value $1,573,000

Actual rate 2020/21: $4,968
Proposed rate 2021/22: $5,039
Average increase in rates = $1.38/week



High value $4,471,000

Actual rate 2020/21: $13,147
Proposed rate 2021/22: $13,242
Average increase in rates = $1.82/week
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Low value $210,000

  

Actual rate 2020/21: $2,140
Proposed rate 2021/22: $2,220
Average increase in rates = $1.53/week

Medium value $345,000

Actual rate 2020/21: $2,451
Proposed rate 2021/22: $2,536
Average increase in rates = $1.64/week

  

High value $555,000

Actual rate 2020/21: $2,935
Proposed rate 2021/22: $3,029
Average increase in rates = $1.80/week

 Ȁ  

 Ȁ  

Actual rate 2020/21: $3,197
Proposed rate 2021/22: $3,107
Average decrease in rates = -$1.72/week

Actual rate 2020/21: $3,909
Proposed rate 2021/22: $4,013
Average increase in rates = $2.00/week

Medium value $330,000

Low value $121,000

 Ȁ  
High value $924,000

Actual rate 2020/21: $5,932
Proposed rate 2021/22: $6,587
Average increase in rates = -$12.59/week
“I think that’s enough sky gazing for today,” says Hawk dreamily. “You’ve got some decisions to make”.
You hear Alice gasp as you’re beamed back through the scenic portal, grazing the clouds as you pass.

Calculate your
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Û¢¢
ǡ Ǥ
ǡơ Ǥ
ǲ ǡǯǡ̹ǡǳ 
Ǥ
ǲ ǯǡ  
Ǥǯ   ǡ
Ǥ ǡǯǤǳ
ǡ Ǥ

Do you…
1. Open the red door
ǡ ǫ ͮͱȋ
ȌƤǤ
2. Open the green door
    Ƥǫ
ͮʹȋȌƤǤ
3. Open the blue door
Ǧ ǦȂǫ
ͯͬȋȌƤǤ
4. Go back to the portal and look for Jamie
ǯ ǡǯƤ Ǥ
ͯͯǡȋ  ȌǤ
6. Tell us what you think
ǯ ǡǯƤ Ǥ
 ǡͯͰǡȋȌ
Ǥ

Open me if you dare
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